
Jews of Iraq

• About the Iraqi Jewish Community

o The Iraqi Jewish Experience  , JIMENA

o The Jewish Community of Baghdad  , Beit Hatfutzot

o The Jews of Iraq  , Mitchell Bard, 2008 

• In the News:

o  Israeli’s from Iraq Remember Babylon, Lipka Pelham, BBC, 2007

o Baghdad’s Last Rabbi to Leave Iraq  ,  Ha’aretz, 2006

o The Last Jews of Baghdad,   David Van Biema, Time World, 2007

• In the Movies:

o Baghdad Twist  :  This short film features a unique collection of archival images, 
home movies, and family photographs from the Jewish community of Iraq. 
Baghdad-born filmmaker, Joe Balass, takes the viewer on a journey through the 
fragmented memories of an Arab exile

o Nana, George, and Me  :  an autobiographical video by a young, gay, Iraqi Jewish 
filmmaker who takes a charmingly unconventional look at three Iraqi Jewish 
lives: the filmmaker, his 92-year-old Nana, and his 73-year-old friend, George 
(visit the official website here)

• Relevant Jewish Organizations:

o Babylonian Jewish Heritage Center  

o Jews Indigenous to the Middle East and North Africa (JIMENA)  
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http://www.jimena.org/
http://www.babylonjewry.org.il/new/english/index.html
http://www.blork.org/nana/
http://vimeo.com/18519558
http://www.nfb.ca/film/baghdad_twist
http://www.time.com/time/world/article/0,8599,1647740,00.html
http://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&ved=0CB4QFjAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.haaretz.com%2Fprint-edition%2Fnews%2Fbaghdad-s-last-rabbi-to-leave-iraq-1.200479&ei=N5PzTrLjA-jdiALl6528Dg&usg=AFQjCNGnEXibaoeEh_fVla3ThHuzvQLZtw
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/middle_east/6611667.stm
http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/anti-semitism/iraqijews.html
http://www.bh.org.il/database-article.aspx?48208


• Additional Reading:

o Sabar, Ariel. My Father’s Paradise: A Son’s Search for his Family’s Past.  Chapel 
Hill, NC: Algonquin Books, 2009.

o Lagnado, Lucette. Man in the White Sharkskin Suit: A Jewish Family’s Exodus  
from Old Cairo to the New World.  New York: Harper Perennial, 2008.

o Michael, Sami.  Refuge.  Philadelphia: The Jewish Publication Society, 1988.

o Shamash, Violette.  Memories of Eden: A Journey through Jewish Baghdad.  
Chicago: Northwestern Press, 2010

o Yahia, Mona. When the Grey Beetles Took Over Baghdad.  New York, NY. 
George Brazillier, 2007.
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